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Abstract

The Qushchu tribe is one of the ancient nomadic tribes that played an
important role in the history of Azerbaijan and, more broadly, in the history
of Turkic peoples. The presence of various geographical names associated
with their name demonstrates the wide territorial spread of this tribe
throughout history and its place in Turkic ethnography. This article analyzes
the origin, history, geographical traces, and contemporary role of the
Qushchu tribe in the Turkic world. The Qushchu tribe has long attracted the
attention of different researchers, and various views exist regarding their
origin. Most scholars assert that the tribe is of Turkic origin, while some
specialists link them to the Mongols. However, the prevailing view is that
the ethnonym Qushchu derives from the Turkic language and means “bird
hunters” or “hunters of birds of prey.” This is further confirmed by the fact
that among the Bashkirs, the Qushchus were known as “bird hunters,” which

indicates that they were not of Mongol origin.

1. Introduction

Geographical names - toponyms - that exist in
various regions of Azerbaijan play an important
role in preserving the memory of the country’s
historical, cultural, and ethnic past. The traces of
the Qushchu tribe have been preserved within
these toponyms. In the ethnogenesis of Azer-
baijani Turks, numerous Turkic peoples — inclu-
ding the Suvars, Bulgars, Khazars, Kipchaks, and
Oghuz - played a fundamental role. The Qushchu
tribe was also among these ancient Turkic tribes,
and their traces in geographical names can be
found not only in Azerbaijan but also across a
wide geographical area (Central Asia, the North
Caucasus, Bashkortostan, etc.). Historical sources
indicate that the Qushchu tribe was among the
nomadic peoples widely spread across the
Caucasus, the northern and western regions of
Azerbaijan, as well as Northern Anatolia and
Central Asia. From the early periods of Turkic
history, and particularly during the Middle Ages,
representatives of this tribe played a significant
role in various states and provinces. Let us
consider the research conducted by scholars on
this tribe:

- The Qushchus are associated with the
Durbans (a group claimed to be of Mongol
origin), yet it is emphasized that they themselves
were a Turkic tribe. In the 12th century, they lived
under the rule of the Durbans and adopted the
Kipchak language.

- There is a direct connection with the
“Qushchu” clan of the Kyrgyz. V.V. Radlov and
other Russian researchers considered the Qush-
chus to be one of the ancient tribes of the Kyrgyz.
This clan inhabited the Altai, Irtysh, and Eastern
Tien Shan regions [15].

- It is known that the Qushchus, together with
other nomadic Turkic peoples, migrated from
Central Asia to Azerbaijan and the Caucasus [4].

- Some scholars link the Qushchus with the
Kushans, particularly emphasizing the possibility
of the Kushans being of Turkic origin. The Ku-
shans had a historical presence in Azerbaijan and
Central Asia, and their rulers were referred to as
“Yabgu” (prince).

- There are also views connecting them with
the Huns and the Black Huns. N.A. Aristov and
M.H. Valiyev-Baharly classified the Qushchus as
part of the Hun tribes [8].
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2. Analysis and Discussion

The sources used in this research include
scientific reports from the Institutes of Geo-
graphy, History, Literature, Archaeology, and
Ethnography; archival materials from the col-
lections of the National Archives of the Republic
of Azerbaijan; scholarly works, methodological
guidelines, and literature produced by researchers
in this field; as well as the results of the author’s
own scientific investigations.

The word “Qushchu” in ancient Turkic langu-
ages means “bird hunter” or “a person engaged
with birds.” This tribe was primarily distinguished
by horseback hunting and a nomadic way of life.
Within ancient Turkic societies, the Qushchus
functioned not only as hunters but also as exe-
cutors of certain military duties. Their traditions
associated with birds - particularly falcons and
hawks - hold a significant place in the cultural
heritage of Turkic peoples [12].

Several villages, settlements, and geographical
objects in Azerbaijan and neighboring regions
bear the name of the Qushchu tribe. Settlements
named Qushchu are recorded in Gazakh, Shaki,
and other districts. The spread of these names
reflects the historical distribution of the tribe and
its influence in the territories where it once re-
sided. The toponym has not remained merely a
place name but has also become associated with
certain tribal and family names, turning into a
bearer of cultural and geographical memory:

Within the territory of the Republic of
Azerbaijan:

e Four villages named “Qushchu” are located
in the districts of Goygol, Yevlakh, Lachin, and
Shamakhi.

e Geographical features such as “Qushchu
Mountain” and “Qushchular Mountain” are re-
gistered in the Shamakhi and Khojavand districts
[11].

e In Dashkasan district, the names “Qushchu
village”, “Qushchu temple”, and “Qushchu mo-
untain” are found.

e Three villages named “Qushchu-Ayrim”,
“Dondar Qushchu”, and “Ashaghi Qushchu” exist
in the Gazakh and Tovuz districts.

e Villages named “Dali Qushchu”, “Dagh
Qushchu”, and “Chol Qushchu” are located in the
Zardab, Siyazan, and Shabran districts [14].

e Villages with the names “Qushlar” or
“Qushiler” are found in the Gabala and Kurdamir
districts.

e “ The toponym “Qushchular” is reflected in
villages of the Goranboy, Jabrayil, and Khojavand
districts.

e Two villages named “Ashaghi Qushchular”
(Lower Qushchular) and “Yukhari Qushchular”
(Upper Qushchular) are registered in the Shusha
district.

e The ruins of “Qushlar” village are located
in the Oghuz district.

e The family and clan names “Qushar” have
been preserved to this day in the village of Ilisu,
Gakh district [7].

Beyond the borders of Azerbaijan, in histori-
cal-ethnic areas:

) In Georgia’s Marneuli district, there ex-
ists a village named “Qushchu” and a historical
monument called “Qushchu Fortress”.

) In various parts of the former Erivan
Khanate and Erivan Governorate, three villages
and geographical names existed under the names
“Qushi”, “Qushchu”, and “Qushideresi” [6].

o In the Gazakh uyezd of the Ganja Gov-
ernorate, “Qushchuqgaya” was recorded as a mahal
(district) name.

. In the districts of Abaran, Daralayaz,
and Kapan of present-day Armenia, several vil-
lages named “Qushchu” existed until the late 19th
century, after which they were either abolished or
renamed [5].

o In the West and East Azerbaijan prov-
inces of the Islamic Republic of Iran, as well as in
the Qazvin province, there exists a city and sever-
al villages bearing the toponym “Qushchu”.

The toponym “Qushchu” is, in general, one of
the ancient ethno-toponyms widespread through-
out the Turkic-Muslim world. On the one hand,
this name reflects tribal affiliation; on the other, it
expresses cultural and geographical identity. Its
wide distribution is primarily associated with the
historical migration and settlement of Turkic-
rooted population groups. The preservation of
these toponyms is significant not only for main-
taining historical memory but also for the devel-
opment of cultural tourism potential [10].

According to 19th-century sources, more than
30 geographical objects in Azerbaijan reflected
the name of the Qushchu tribe. Villages named
Qushi khutoru also existed in the Kuban province
of Russia. Settlements of the Qushchu and Kossi
tribes are recorded in Bashkortostan and the North
Caucasus as well [1]. In addition, similar names
are found in other parts of the Caucasus and in
northern Turkey, confirming that the Qushchu
tribe moved across a wide geography and that
connections existed among Turkic peoples [13].

Historical significance. The study of the
historical and geographical traces of the Qushchu
tribe is important not only for reconstructing the
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past but also for understanding the formation of
the cultural identity of the contemporary Turkic
world. Their traditions of horseback hunting, ele-
ments of folklore, and linguistic features have
been preserved to this day, reflecting the depth of
intercultural connections among the Turkic pe-
oples [9].

In the modern era, the roots of the Qushchu
tribe and their place among Turkic ethnoses are
being studied in greater depth, particularly
through ethnographic and genetic research [2].
This contributes significantly to understanding the
shared history of the Turkic peoples and to
strengthening national identities.

In the Middle Ages, the Qushchus formed a
military unit, especially among the nomadic Tur-
kic peoples, and held an important position in
Batu Khan’s army. Their name is mentioned in
12th-century Armenian sources, indicating their
presence in the territory of Azerbaijan since
ancient times. During the Shaybanid period (16th
century), the Qushchu tribe occupied a prominent
position among the nomadic Uzbeks. They later
became integrated into the Kazakh, Turkmen, Uz-
bek, Bashkir, and other Turkic peoples [3].

3. Conclusion

The Qushchu tribe occupies a distinctive place
in the Turkic world both historically and cultu-
rally. The spread of geographical names asso-
ciated with their name demonstrates the tribe’s
presence across vast territories and its significance
among Turkic peoples. The traditions and traces
of this tribe continue to live on within the cultural
heritage of Turkic nations today, and future re-
search will further clarify their historical and cul-
tural role.

Studies reveal that the name and traces of the
Qushchu tribe hold an important place in the
richness of Turkic ethnonyms. Their origin and
history are multifaceted, and the Qushchus played
a significant role not only in the history of
Azerbaijan but also in the wider Turkic world.
The ethno-toponyms preserved in geographical
names provide evidence of the settlement of an-
cient Turkic peoples in Azerbaijan and neighbo-
ring regions.

The widespread distribution of geographical
names linked to the Qushchu tribe confirms not
only their existence during specific periods and in
particular regions but also their deep roots within
the cultural memory of Turkic peoples. Their
nomadic lifestyle, horseback hunting, and bird-
related traditions highlight their unique position in
the Turkic ethnogenetic system.

Among contemporary Turkic peoples, the
legacy of the Qushchu tribe is still preserved —
particularly through traditions of falconry on
horseback, as well as elements of folklore and lan-
guage. For instance, in certain regions of Azer-
baijan, the art of bird hunting and its terminology
continue to reflect this ancient Turkic practice.

Moreover, the analysis of geographical names
shows that the influence of the Qushchu tribe
extends beyond Azerbaijan to other parts of the
Caucasus, as well as the North Caucasus and
Central Asia. This confirms that the tribe estab-
lished wide-ranging nomadic and trade connec-
tions.

In future research, organizing ethnographic
expeditions to explore the linguistic, cultural, and
geographical traces of the Qushchu tribe, docu-
menting traditional practices of bird hunting, and
conducting genetic studies would be highly be-
neficial. Such efforts would help to more accu-
rately determine the tribe’s origins and its place
within the broader system of Turkic peoples.
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QUSCU TAYFASININ iZiNi YASADAN
COGRAFi ADLAR
N.Q.Babayev

Xiilasa. Quscu tayfasi, Azorbaycan vo imumi-
likds tiirk xalqglan tarixinde miihiim rol oynamis
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gadim kogoeri tayfalardan biridir. Onlarin adi ilo
bagli miixtalif cografi adlarin mévcudlugu bu tay-
fanin tarixon genis orazilors yayilmasimi va tiirk
etnoqrafiyasindaki yerini gostorir. Bu maqalado
Quscu tayfasinin mansayi, tarixi, cografi izlori vo
miasir tiirk diinyasindaki rolu tohlil edilir. Quscu
tayfasi uzun miiddotdir miixtslif todqiqat¢ilarin
diqgatini ¢okmisdir vo onlarin monsoyi hagqinda
forqli fikirlor moévcuddur. Oksor alimlor bu tayfa-
nin tiirk mansoali oldugunu bildirir, bazi miitoxas-
sislor iso onlar1 mongqollarla slagslondirir. Lakin
osas fikir odur ki, quscu etnonimi tiirk dilindon
galib va “qusbazlar”, “alict quslarin ovgular1’” moa-
nasimni verir. Bagqirdlar arasinda da quscularin
“qus oveulart” kimi taninmasi ilo tasdiglonir. Bu
da onlarin monqol monsali olmadigin1 gostarir.

Acgar sozlor: Quscu tayfasi, kusanlar, Mugan
xan, etnonim, oguz eli, tlirk tayfalari.



